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Dal it

Though the Dalit diaspora constitutes a major chunk of
diasporic population, it has never been a mainstream
academic and policy discourse in India as well as abroad.
However, the focus seems to be changing in the recent
times. One of the main reasons why Dalits have been
gaining mainstream attention is partly due to their active

political and social engagements both in India and
abroad, apart from the rise of Dalit intelligentsia.

I n the recently held semi
in Britaind organized by
speaker Dr. Meena Dhanda,faculty in the Department of
Philosophy and Cultural Politics at the University of
Wolverhampton highlighted many interesting issues
related to the Punjabi Dalits in Britain. Dr. Vivek Kumar,
Associate Professor at Centre for Study of Social System
chaired the session. Based on the primary ethnographic
research in both Wolverhampton (Britain) and Ludhiana
(India), she brought out the issues of identity politics,
identity conflicts, conflict among Dalit leaderships, as
well as intergenerational problems among the Punjabi
Dalits.

Dr. Dhanda delineated upon what the Dalits in Britain say
about their connections to the members of their own

caste groups as well as to the so-cal | ed-c a8 p p ¢

particularly at the backdrop of changing professional
roles and upward mobility of the second and third
generation of migrant -children. Ravidassia, Buddhist and
Valmiki places of congregation and worship in
Wolverhampton (UK) are considered as examples to
illustrate the claim that their allegiance to their respective
places of worship is still strong, while their Dalit identity
on the other hand remains in a flux.

She mentioned that there is an ambiguity of self-
identification as Dalitsand an inner tension often
overrides their decision-making; for instance whether or
not to support the exit options taken by the second and
third generation of migrants in choosing to marry out of
caste. The factors underlying this dual movement of
maintaining difference, whilst remaining ambiguous
about identity are various. Of significance is the complex
positioningof Dal i t sapropos
the socio-economic sphere in Britain, where some have
acquired significant wealth and accomplished status.
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Considerable energies are spent in checking the spread of
fissures caused by intra-organisational politics around the
question of separation of Ravidassias from Sikhs. She
also mentioned that the recent self-declaration as
6Ravidassiad under 60Any
2011 is symbolic of the expression of difference from
Sikhs, even as the majority of the congregation seeks to
remain connected to the Guru Granth Sahib.

Dr. Dhanda also highlighted the differences of approach
between the Ravidassias, Buddhists and Valmikis in their
self-identification as Dalits and compared their respective
attitudes to Hindus and Sikhs in Britain. For all these
three groups, the Jat Si
highlighting the fact that the upturning of the everyday

t frea s¢ @ sdadidneod dodination are the key to understanding the

position of the Dalits in Britain. Criticisms
of Brahmanvad may occur in public speech by Dalits,
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al ongside worshipful
fices for Dalits, especially praising the instituting of reser-
vations, but the driving force for reform in the UK is not

an intellectually inspired criticism of casteism so much as
a repugnance of the way in which the Jat Sikhs are seen
to assert their superiority.

Dr. Vivek Kumar, who chaired the session, mentioned
that it is important to identify the context in which the

structure of caste is evolved. He mentioned that on the
one hand, the structure of caste is prevalent and on the
other it is also a process i.e it exists in different levels. In
the context of Dalits Sikhs, religion is more important.
Sikh religion which talks about egalitarianism still practice

r ef er e mealehe cotte of caste system bMaudy lofahe éndian sharacr i -

teristics became redundant when one go to diaspora.

In the question answer session, Dr. Dhanda further elab-
orated the difference between caste conflicts between Jat
Sikhs and Dalits Sikhs. Jats, rather than hindu upper
castes are the immediate challenge of the Dalits in the
Britain. She also highlighted about the generational con-
flicts among the Dalits and the new Dalit migrants from

India. She mentioned that the younger generation face

caste discrimination only during the marriage.

Finally, the vote of thanks was given by Mr. Vinod Sa-
tape. The talk was followed by a group photograph.

caste system. He also mentioned_ _that _o6endogamy _is_ _the
&1 %# 3 w21 OPOEUW
The Toxi c Narratior
|l talian policies on | mmigr at
GRFDT organized its second ¢ | /

ration: Italian policies on Immigration in the last 20
Ye ar sl® January 2013 at CSSS I, JNU. The session
was chaired by Dr. G. Srinivas, CSSS, JNU. The speaker
Mr Anadi Mishra highlighted the immigration policies dur-
ing the last 20 years, in which Italian politics has been
dominated by the neo-Peronist model of the tycoon Silvio
Berlusconi, who founded and led a personal political par-
ty which was on the spot for a long period. The period is
wel | known in Italy as fdBer
Mr . Mi shra mentioned that i@
nation, for the last twenty years, Italy has been ruled by

a personalized model of administration, which involved in

a populistic race also the left wing of the Italian parlia-
ment 6. After the political
early 90s i caused by the disrupting trial known as "Mani
Pulite (clean hands) that wiped out the old Italian politi-

cal class- a referendum changed forever the asset of the
Italian political prospect, turning the parliamentary body
from a proportional model to a majority one. This was
the first step of Italy towards a populistic scenario, ridden

at once by Berlusconi, who won the 1994 elections main-

ly through his massive dominance on the mass media.

Mr. Mishra said that the case can be well exemplified by
the two Acts regulating immigration in Italy: the Turco -
Napolitano Act of 1998, and the amended Bossi Fini Act
of 2002. In relation to the latter case, an explanatory

table about the articles regarding immigration, contained

in the urgent "Security Package" delivered in 2008, will
be of help. He analyzed the interaction be-
tween Ber |l usconi 6s party

m
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. Anadi Mishra
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ple of Freedom), t he national i st part
zionaledo (Alliance for t he Nz
Lega Nord (the Northern League), a regional racist and
separatist party which granted support to Berlusconi and

shared the rule of the country in spite of its scanty elec-

toral weight, using Berlusconi's mass media empire to

build up a policy of "fear of the alien" in order to compact

a rather straggly political coalition.

del | Libert™" Peo-
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Explaining on Why @AToxic
tioned that data and
development and wealth depend to a considerable de-
gree on the work of immigrants. Nevertheless, the right
wing propaganda of the last twenty years has been ham-

mering on the danger of immigration, linking it with the AiCathodyc Lethargyo during whi
theme of security, and even with the defense of the cul- sion-fed with fears and worries about foreign criminality,
tural values of the country. During all his years in power, mainly fabricated by a political system engaged to save
Berlusconi has been holding the political power without its position of dominance and the outrageous private in-
leaving the control of his media and communication em- terests of its components. He

pire. Even when the left wing was in charge during the
X (1996 -2001) and XV (2006-2008) legislatures, this
paramount issue was not discussed.

Mr. Mishra mentioned that while the Italian democracy
was being ACathodyzeddo in
was gradually shaped by the fear of the alien, keeping

the citizens in an almost complete ignorance about the attention to the urgency of th
effective role played by foreigners in the Italian social Keywords | ike fiSecurityo, Al nt
texture. As a result, in Italy there exists a sizeable socie- tyo have been commuted into i
ty, which works, grows, gains and spawns, with a degree ASpreado, ACrisiso. Actually,
of social protection considerably lower than the one of citizenship to the Italian born residents will have to be

granted to the natives. On the other hand, Italian citizens handled by the next government, but the media system

lived for a long time in a sort of water-proof reality, appears to be focused on other cogent problems like

quite detached from the world outside, while other Eu- growth, fiscal pressure and unemployment, although the

ropean countries were involved in an important social issues are strictly linked with the immigration processes
reshaping, carried on by an intercultural integration pro- and the enlargement of the electoral roll granted by

cess directed by the sovereign governments (France, the lus Soli, "the right of the land born".

.2005. angl Ge_:rmany, .2008)' Consequently, _the quality of The session was followed by a question answer session.
immigration in ltaly is generally .lOW -profiled, and th? Question related to various issues such as economic re-
country has been chosen. by'a high percentage of mi- cession and working conditions of migrants, multicultural-

grants as a temporary destination. ism, media propaganda etc. were discussed. Finally, the

vote of thanks was given by Dr. M. Mahalingam.

Global call for youths to participate in UN World Youth Report

Harnessing the youth potential is one of the key challenges for the development in 21 st century public policy not only

at the national level but also at the global level. In recent years UN has taken keen interest on youths and how to en -

gage them in the development process. The United Nations Organisation is preparing World Youth Report (WYR)

2 0 1 3 Eaperiefices of youth when preparing to migration". WYR will offer a multidimensional account and/or
per-spective of the life experiences of young migrants and young people affected by migration. The report will be pre -

pared with the inputs collected from youths across the globe through interactive media - social media, blogs and mi-

grant networks. It will commence from 23rd January 2013 for a period of four weeks.

The Population Division of DESA estimated that there are 27 million international migrants aged 15 to 24, constituting
aboutone-ei ght h of the gl obal mi grant stock of 214 million in

t

N a The aspaakem alsd , obsbtved thMi tlsish deaeptivee vei
st at i s bfimaya dissolvesl avineh the natibnchad tolfacenthe glabal | y 6 s

financial crisis. Following the debt emergency and the
decrease of exchanges, Italy discovered its enormous gap
with the rest of the world, cumulated in years of

at the eve of the trickiest elections of post -war Italy, the
public discussion about the theme of immigration seems
to have disappeared from the political agenda. A single
year of the emergency government led by Mario Monti -

@g:l?gggteo{g the pybHcedeb —upHsrleld Qut o(gt &p Ii{i—0 n

theme of immigration in Italy, giving full

about their migration experiences or how migration affects their human development. The World Youth Report which
is expected to be launched on International Youth Day, 12 August 2013, will offer youth, youth -led organizations, poli
-cymakers and the general public , youthful perspectives that could influence the development potential of migration

for young people while

mitigating

ri sks. The report -wi

lenges migration presents in origin, transit, and destination countries under various types of migration 1 regular, invol

-untary and undocumented. |,

sai d Daniela Bas, Direct or

ment of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA). His statement assume importance given the size of the youth population
and the development challenges across the globe. For the first time so much measures are taken to engage youth
themselves in the policy making process. The e-consultation and online surveys are employed to take the inputs from
youths especially youths aged 15-35 years. Those who do not have access to internet facilities can be made to partici-

pate through migrant network and other convenient platforms.
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A policy agenda attentive to diaspora and return emigrant

needs will enable skilled and resourceful Indians to employ

their entrepreneurial talents within the country , says Prof.

S. lrudaya Rajan , an internationally acclaimed scholar on migra-
tion and Chair Professor, Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs
(MOIA) to Dr. Smita Tiwari  of GRFDT in an interview

Dr. Smita Tiwari: Congratulation Prof. Rajan for launching a new
journal on Migration and Development. This is a long overdue for
an institution like CDS which is engaged on the issue for several
decades. What are the major thrusts of this new journal? What is
the vision behind launching this journal and who are the readers
it is catering to?

Prof. Rajan : Thank you. You are right. | joined CDS in 1987 and many professors like late Professor T N Krishan and |
S Gulati made significant contributions towards advancing the importance of migration issues and recognizing the im-
pact of remittances on the state economy. Migration studies at CDS took off in a big way, when Zachariah and myself
initiated the first Kerala Migration Survey in 1998, the first ever large scale survey conducted in any state in India. The

1998 survey was very well received and it marked a turning point, not only in our careers but also established CDS as an
institution in India where rich research on international migration is also conducted.

When | took the position as Chair Professor of the Research
Unit on International Migration, | envisioned taking the RUIM
beyond its label as a think tank on migration for Government
of India but also as a key player in research circles in the glob-
al arena. In this context, | had two dreams. The first was to
initiate the 6l ndia Migratio
inform you that the IMR annual series has been going strong
since 2010 and the fourth one, IMR 2013 focussing on social
cost of migration was released in the 11™ Pravasi Bharati Divas
in Cochin by Mr Vayalar Ravi, Union Minister, MOIA and | am working on the fifth one with on the theme, Diaspora and
Development.

My second dream was to start a global journal called, Migration and Development to disseminate new and high -impact
migration scholarship. This dream has also come to fruition when we launched the new journal in 2012. The readership
is global and it has been beneficial to students, researchers and policy makers alike.

Migration has been a historically important livelihood strategy for people across the world. The nexus of migration and
development neccessitates further inquiry and examination to strengthen the transformational potential of migration.
The aim of the journal is to examine, critique and analyse various facets of internal and international migration beyond
the conventional lines such as borderless migration, refugees, social costs, return migration, labour laws, policy changes
and the implications of all of them for both the sending and receiving countries.
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Dr. Smita Tiwari: You have been working on migration and development issues and contributed a lot to
the scholarships. As we know migration is a natural feature of any known human civilization since ages,
however, the characteristics have been changing since 1990s with the new communication and techno-
logical development. The globe is now more interconnected and time and space does not make much dif-
ference. In this background, how do you think international migration (diaspora) will impact on the de-
velopment of a home country in next 20 years? Specifically how it will influence the developing coun-
tries? What policy measures are most warranted keeping in view the development of ICT?

Prof. Rajan: India is a global village and Indians are spread across the globe. As it stands, they contribute more to their
host country than their country of origin. Today, we are witnessing higher levels of socio -economic integration and po-
litical mainstreaming of overseas Indians in destination countries. You raised a pertinent issue regarding the im-
portance and potential of overseas workforce and diaspora engagement for the home country. We have Indian workers
who leave their families, in particular, their wives, children and elderly parents, just to improve their economic condi-
tions at home. For instance, about 90 per cent of e = - = P TOP I G ¢ PP
Kerala migrants work in the Gulf and there exists no ( 9 E D E UJ b AULU E ui I OO E E_ oL Y 248 9 El
citizenship and they continue to work as contractual [=0=1SAGRCRCRITROE N ENITR O RO N =8 EG R IV CRVIE S RORTT
workers and at the end of their working life, they EER@RITRENE RV e VR0 = el e R 10k
return home. Kerala is home to about one million N Up &I
return emigrants as per the fifth KMS carried out in

U
U

SOEEaOQuwbi wEUI whpbUOI
2011. Do we have any policy to utilize this vast and [ =N eXeNeEsN=NITE>Ne NN IIER=R0E5Ne e TN =) =
experienced human resources? Absolutely no. Oif woOYIl UUIi EUw( OEPEOUWPOWEI

Earlier, I nternational Mi gration marked a separation fron
innovations, this has evolved to Transnational migration processes where people maintain relationships with their home
communities throughtout their migratory journey. Diasporas, people of Indian origin and overseas citizens of India have

the potential to be significant players in the Indian growth story. In 2006, India became one of the few countries to

create a cabinet level Ministry for Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA). The successful and seamless integration of diasporas

into I ndiads devel op meinisterial eolipboratioa. Dueftauthetrdtaent the iglabial ensis, India wit-
nessed-gmbmai nn the form of return of high skilled profess:s
makers have to make every attempt to optimize these return labour flows to take advantage of knowledge and experi-

ential value additions.

Dr. Smita Tiwari: What is your opinion on the role of Malayali diaspora in Kerala? What visible changes
they have made to the Kerala and what potential they have to contribute which hitherto not being
tapped?

Prof. Rajan: In my opinion, we have not yet utilised the Malayali diasporas in its full potential. Kerala has a vibrant di-

asporic presence in several countries. They coul d have made vital contributions
sources and skills have not been properly channelized. Nevertheless, remmittance transfers from overseas workers have

boosted the economy. Of course, if someone travels from Thiruvananthapuram to Kasargode by road, we can see the

visible changes in its landscape thanks to the Malayalis abroad. Today, Kerala has about 2 million migrants and they

remit about Rs.60000 crores which is equivalent to 31 per cent of the state domestic product. The deep potential that

the Kerala diaspora offers for state development cannot be ignored, because of their size, as well as economic and po-
l'itical status in host countries. The diaspora |, i f chann:i
path. Already we see return migrants as M.L.A.O8s, ensuring
sideration in the state policy agenda. NORKA has made seminal contributions towards analysing and utilising the NRK
potential.

Dr. Smita Tiwari: One of the most important factors affecting the policy on diaspora, international migra-
tion or engaging the professional diaspora is related to the data sources. Availability of database is very
important for research as well as policy formulation. Being a coordinator of several major migration sur-
veys, what is your experience in terms of difficulties in conducting research on international migration?
What suggestion you would like to give regarding the preparation of data sources?

Prof . Raj an: Mi gration is a critical aspect of Indiabs ec
namics of migration is not readily available. To fill this gap, CDS initiated the Kerala Migration Survey as early as 1998

and we have also extended it to Goa, Punjab, and Gujarat. We are in the process of initiating state -wise surveys in An-

dhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and the most populous state Uttar Pradesh.
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The most apparent barrier to generating such surveys is the extensive capital required to cover large sample groups.
Unlike fertility, mortality, marriage and other social indicators, migration is not such a common occurrence. Therefore
the number of households under survey needs to be increased.

However, | would be very happy to coordinate
a comprehensive India Migration Survey un-
der the umbrella of the RUIM with the special
support of the MOIA, respective state govern-
ments and the possible financial support of
international institutions like the ILO, IOM,
World  Bank, Asian Development Bank,S=NgFgE el i 518500} =
WHO,UNDP and IRDC. | dream of an exten-
sive nation-wide survey on migration that will consider all aspects of Indian migration.

—/E
R C o

OO C‘O:
O
O M my

EcCcCOo

O E S

_ﬁ(ml—\E m
—“CccCc O
E o mr

Omovmcc

Im

— = U m

E O
o
I

: O: M =
=

g
N

w O~ O: — ml
_OCEmOo
g) c O o M

m: O p—
(@ O =
(@)

O m © —
) lUllvj
— O - B

Yo Ve Tl
OoE oo

3
0
¢]
U
i

o
C
B
O
R
©
[T
o
£
'E MU CE

"E Mo o0

7

EcoOo—mc
Mmx OE o

—D

As long as we receive upwards of 60 Billion in remittances, the Indian government is obliged to take care of concerns of
the overseas Indians. What better way to give back to them than by understanding them better!

Dr. Smita Tiwari: India has been the largest receiver of remittances in the world. But unfortunately, there

is not much effort by any government and non -government agencies to utilise these financial capital for
the development. Kerala, of course much better as compared to other states of India, but is no exception

when we consider overall potential. Countries like Philippines, South Asian countries such as Bangladesh
often considered achieving better results than India. Do you think this staggering $ 60 billion that India
receives can be better planned for more long term development?

Prof. Rajan: Kerala is leading the way in recognising the importance of its overseas workforce and unleashing the poten-
tial of remmittances for development. While there is a long way to go, | believe Kerala has been making strides in pro-
gressive and productive utilisation of remmittance receipts. The first Kerala Migration survey conducted in 1998 un-
earthed socio-economic and demographic consequences of migration. We repeated the KMS in 2003, after five years of
the first KMS followed by annual migration surveys in 2007, 2008 and 2010. The next round of the survey has been slat-
ed for 2013. Remittances sent by international migrants were as much as a third (31 percent) of Kerala's Net State Do-
mestic Product. Over the past decade remittances coming to Kerala have increased by upto 254%. In light of this ex-
traordinary contribution, institutional efforts to increase engagment with overseas Keralities must be strengthened.

Dr. Smita Tiwari: Being a Chair Professor in the MOIA (Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs), how would
you evaluate Indiabés diaspora policy? What are the most
cy institutions in engaging the diaspora? What are the areas India needs to focus in the future?

Prof . Raj an: Il ndi ads diaspora policy, I woul d say, i s
potential of overseas Indians, a lot remains to be done. State and regional efforts have to be strengthened along with a
cohesive national policy on diaspora.

Some recent milestones in the recognition of migrant contributions to the Indian economy and society are as follows: (a)
Constituting a High Level Committee on the Indian Diaspora to review the status of persons of Indian Origin (POI) and
Non-Resident Indians (NRI) on 18 August 2000. (b) Organizing annual Pravasi Bharatiya Divas since 2003 to bring Glob-
al Indians to one platform and (c) Establishment of the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs in 2004 by the Government of
India. MOIA serves as the nodal point for diaspora engagement, investment, business partnerships, academic exchang-
es, heritage exploration, and philanthropy between India and its diaspora.

Dr. Smita Tiwari: One of the major issues of developing countries is related to entrepreneurship develop-
ment. India still has to go a long way to create an environment for entrepreneurship as the political, social
and economic factors hinders these to a great extent. Many prospective entrepreneurs who could have
played greater role post liberalisation rather find enormous difficulties at home and flourish when they
migrate abroad. Do you think the diaspora policy can address this issue?
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Prof. Rajan: Yes. As of now, bureaucratic and operational bottlenecks discourage Indians from doing business in their
homeland. A policy agenda attentive to diaspora and return emigrant needs will enable skilled and resourceful Indians to
employ their entrepreneurial talents within the country. Furthermore, favorable terms on diasporic investments can po-

tentially inject the state economy with renewed vigour.

Dr. Smita Tiwari:  Any other important issue you would like to highlight?

Prof. Rajan: The social costs associated with international migration necessitate greater attention in upcoming years. A
human rights framework to migration policies is required to extend national protection to valuable overseas work-
force. Social effects include changes in family structure, composition and gender roles in the origin communities. The
migration of a family member has implications on the health and education outcomes of family left behind, as well as on
the relationship with spouse, children and elderly. Health risks and vulnarabilities are also exacerbated with international
mi gration. This édhuman di mension6 of -relevantreseaichn i s a vital

Dr. Smita Tiwari:  Thank you Prof. Rajan for contributing brilliant ideas and giving your precious time.
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Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) 2013

Sour ce: P

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) has been celebrated since 2003 from 79 January every year to reconnect and refresh
the relation of India with her Diaspora. The three day celebration not only tries to engage the Indian diaspora econom-
ically but also culturally. Various business groups often make use of the platform to explore new opportunity for invest-
ment or often lobby for their country interest. The event also provides a forum for discussing key issues concerning the
Indian Diaspora women issues, land rights, citizenship etc. Many of these forums are also tries to connect with the se-
cond and third generation diasporas who have not much access to connect with India. The event also honours Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman Award to individuals of exceptional mer
growth. The President and Prime Minister of India also address the gathering. Here are few highlights of the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas (PBD) during 7-9 January 2013 organised at Kochi, Kerala.

PBD 2013 was conducted in partnership with the Government of Kerala. Kerala has been chosen as the host for the
Convention since Keralites constitute one of the largest expatriate communities of India. The purpose of the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas was to have a meaningful interaction with overseas Indians that would address their issues and con-
cerns.

The diasporas are perceived as people who build bridges between their present homeland and the land of their ances-
tors. The convention had pre-PBD seminars related to development issues such as skill development, pure sciences,
tourism, youth and NRIs in the Gulf and plenary sessions on India's growth: greater opportunities, Overseas Indians:
safe environment, Engaging young overseas Indians, and Investment opportunities in States. Eminent scholars, policy
experts, political leaders, community leaders were invited to share their ideas and views.

Prime Minister of India emphasises on deepening Diaspora Relations

In the second day of three day Pravasi Bharatiya Divas from 7-9 January 2013 at Kochi, Kerala, Dr. Manmohan Singh,
the Prime Minister of India emphasized the need for deeper relation with diaspora and how the government is keen to
promote such relations. He lauded the contribution of diaspora towards Indians development interms of independence

movement, democracy and economic growt h. AfOver the ages,

many f or ms. One of its most gl orious manifestations has

Nearly a hundred years ago, al most to this day, Mahat ma C

year, we are celebrating the centenary of the Gadar Movement, which was a luminous spark of support in distant Cali-

fornia for the struggle for independence being waged at ho
-0
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