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Happy and prosperous New Year to all!
We have entered in 2015, with a sense of
accomplishment
and
motivation. We are happy to present the
30th
edition
of
the
newsletter
‘Roots and Routes’ of GRFDT. Again, I feel elated to be a guest editor
of this issue.
In post colonial parlance, issues of identity occupies the centre
stage and the chief reason behind its importance in the contemporary
world is that it is in crisis today. The GRFDT invited Dr. Aparajita
Ray of Faculty of Law, Jamia Millia Islamia University to deliver a
talk on ‚Identity Crisis and Self Assertion in the Novels of Bharti
Mukherjee‛ as part of its monthly lecture series. She talked about
identity crisis, assertion and assimilation issues of Indian Diaspora
as portrayed in the novels of Bharti Mukherji. Bharti Mukherjee has
written mainly about the nostalgia of homeland, struggle of
assimilation and the identity-crisis while residing in host-land. The
speaker brilliantly presented the narratives of diaspora as mentioned
in the novels of Bharti Mukherji.
GRFDT also had the privilege to have Prof Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing,
former Pro Vice-Chancellor, University of Mauritius, who delivered a
talk on the theme ‚Global Mauritius: A Transnational hub between
Africa and Asia‛. He eloquently talked about the understanding of the
Diaspora in context of the elements of the victims and suffering
world-over. He talked about multiculturalism in Mauritius in the era
of globalisation.
The present edition also carries a comprehensive book review on
‘Chinese Women and the Cyberspace’ by Abhay Chawla. Moreover, there
are couple of excerpt from GRFDT Working Paper Series, written by M.
Mahalingham, Pooja and Aditya Raj, Arsala Nizami and Monika Bisht. In
addition, the regular sections of ‘Call for Papers’ and ‘New Book
Arrivals’ are there.
We have new hopes and aspirations in the New Year. GRFDT is ready to
play a constructive role for academic discussions. Like always, we
look forward to fresh and innovative ideas to take it forward.
Enjoy reading.

Smita Tiwari

Email: editor@grfdt.com
Website: www.grfdt.org

Guest Editor
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GRFDT Activities
GRFDT Seminar

Identity Crisis and Self Assertion in the Novels of Bharti
Mukherjee
The GRFDT invited Dr. Aparajita Ray of Faculty of Law,
Jamia Millia Islamia University to deliver a talk on
“Identity Crisis and Self Assertion in the Novels of Bharti
Mukherjee” as part of its monthly lecture series on 24
January 2015, CSSS II, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi. Dr.M.Mahalingam welcomed and introduced the
speaker as well as the gathering. The speaker dwelt upon
the identity crisis, assertion and assimilation issues of
Indian Diaspora as portrayed in the novels of Bharti
Mukherji. The speaker initially spoke about the
historiography of the diasporic literature. The diasporic
literature is assuming importance due to the increasing of
international migration in the recent decades.
She argued that the Diaspora literature evolved in the
post-colonial era and thus it can be categorised as postcolonial literature. The Diaspora literature is replete with
anecdotes of the pain, loss, longing and nostalgia of the
immigrant community in their respective host lands.
Having said that, she discussed three to four novels of
Bharti Mukherji based upon the narratives of Diaspora.
The plot was always set in the countries like USA,
Canada and European countries in her novels. Bharti
Mukherjee has written mainly about the nostalgia of
homeland, struggle of assimilation and the identity-crisis
while residing in host-land. All the novels of Bharti
Mukherjee have only the female protagonist and have
talked about the nostalgia of home land through female
perspective. All her novels narrated that the female
protagonist would come back to homeland and would
join the roots finally. In her latest book „Jasmine‟, she has
used interesting terminologies like „salad bowl‟ and
„pickling effects‟ in referring to the process of assimilation
in the host land.
At last, the talk was followed with a discussion and
participants raised their doubts, questions and queries.
The participants raised the questions like, Is the complete
assimilation possible?, Which section of Diaspora faces
identity crisis?, Bharti Mukherjee has discussed only
women perspective on nostalgia and assimilation, so at
what extent her perspective was different from Jhumpa

Lahiri‟s „The Namesake‟? and many more interesting
questions followed.
The speaker responded to all the questions well. It was a
well attended and an informative talk. The interaction
ended with the note of thanks proposed by Mr Rakesh
Ranjan, the member of GRFDT.
(Ms.Monika Bisht, an M.Phil., Scholar at the National
University of Educational Planning and Administration
(NUPEA), New Delhi. She can be reached
at
monika4bisht@gmail.com)
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Global Mauritius: A Transnational hub between Africa
and Asia
Prof Vinesh Y. Hookoomsing, former Pro Vice-Chancellor,
University of Mauritius delivered a talk on the theme
“Global Mauritius: A Transnational hub between Africa
and Asia” as part of its monthly lecture series on 10th
February 2015 at CSSS, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi. The discussion was moderated by Dr. Ajay
Mahurkar of IGNOU. He welcomed the speaker and gathering. The focus of the talk was the existence of the
transnational communities and people in Mauritius since
long history.
The speaker has talked about the understanding of the
Diaspora in context of the elements of the victims and
suffering world-over. The Mauritius has a long history of
existence of diaspora communities. There are various
kinds of diaspora groups in Mauritius such as Dutch, Portugal, French, British and Indians etc since 15th Century.
Thus, Mauritius is known for the presence of various
transnational groups. Mauritius is an extreme case of migrant society with no indigenous population. It was permanently peopled from 1720s onwards as a result of
French colonial expansion followed by the other imperial
powers. Basically, Mauritius as a nation state was the
creation of colonialism. The Indians came to Mauritius
during 1835 under the indentured system. Most of these
Indians were labourers in sugar industry. Therefore, in
the year 1935, the Indians celebrated 100 years of survival.

Mauritius is a multicultural country today and has seen
political, intellectual and cultural elite since 1920s. The
globalization has further facilitated it a multicultural and
global hub because global capitalism has become the
hallmark of the economy. At last, the talk was followed
by a discussion and the participants raised their doubts,
questions and queries. There were questions on the linguistic issues, caste and class issues of Indian Diaspora in
Mauritius etc., It was a very
interesting talk and worthy
listening to the insider‟s view.
The talk ended with the vote
of thanks by Dr Sadananda
Sahoo, the Convenor of
GRFDT.
==========
(Ms.Monika Bisht, an M.Phil.,
Scholar at the National University of Educational Planning
and Administration(NUPEA),
New Delhi. She can be
reached
at
monika4bisht@gmail.com)
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Book Review
Chinese Women and the Cyberspace Edited by
Khun Eng Kuah-Pearce Amsterdam University
Press, 2008
Cyberspace originated from "cybernetics" a word introduced by Norbert Wiener for his pioneering work in electronic communication and control science(wiki). Oxford
Dictionaries defines cyberspace as the notional environment in which communication over computer networks
occurs. Webopedia,com elaborates; like physical space,
cyberspace contains objects (files, mail messages,graphics, etc.) and different modes of transportation
and delivery. Unlike real space, though, exploring cyberspace does not require any physical movement other
than pressing keys on a keyboard or moving a mouse.

Consisting of twelve chapters divided into two sections
the book covers aspects of Chinese women both in Mainland China and outside with regards to the significant
current socio-economic and political environment and
how these women explore and negotiate the cyberhighway for their needs. While the first section deals with
work, leisure, politics and identity, the second discusses
love, sex and marriage.
Most of the early research on cyberspace has been either
done in the western context or by western scholars. The
east especially the two most populous countries, India
and China are now playing catch. This book has research
papers from an international symposium in 2004 on the
theme: „Log on: Chinese women and the cyber-networks‟
that was organized under the Centre for Anthropological
Research at the University of Hong Kong. Published in
2008 it could be deemed outdated vis a vis the pace with
which web technology has moved yet it is topical with
much relevance to the Indian context.
The Internet has become an important gadget for the
young and educated. The importance of Internet can be
understood from the fact that in June 2007, China had
162 million Internet users, representing a penetration
rate of 12.3 per cent (Xinhua 2007a). As in 2007, more
than 70 percent of these Internet users were under 30
years old, and 58.3 per cent of them were male The two
largest age groups for users were eighteen to 24, with
35.2 per cent, and 25 to 30, with 19.7 per cent. There is
a gender divide in terms of the usage of Internet yet it
seems that is being bridged. Internet has been both a
boon and a bane for the Chinese women who have been
informants for the studies on which these research papers contained in this book have been written on.
Internet is the most unregulated communication network

in today‟s world, presenting immense challenges to national and international regulation and enforcement. Legislation controlling the usage of the Internet is still very
immature in the global community. Nevertheless many
governments have set up regulations and conducted
crackdown campaigns against unlawful activities conducted via the Internet. In the chapter On Sale Package, Chi-

nese Female Bodies as Commodoties in Cyberspace,

Leung Maggi W H writes about how sharing of sex tour
experiences is only one of the many diverse Internet usages that relate to the trading of female bodies and their
images online. She charts the reach of Internet pornography, online prostitution and other forms of femaletrading (e.g., mail-order brides) with emphasis on the
situation of Chinese women in the national context and
global market. She explains how the new communication
and information technologies has brought about a global
revolution in the access to, and exchange of, information
on practically all branches of the economy and how the
sex industry has been eager and effective in adopting
every new IT technology to enhance their business.
Inspite of the above the cyberspace allows Chinese women to meet men whom they cannot reach otherwise, or at
least not so easily. As in the chapter Sex & Life Politics

Formed Through the Internet:Online & Offline Dating Experiences of Young Women in Shanghai the authors PEI
Yuxin & HO Sik Ying show how cyber activities have become a part of the everyday life of their women informants and how these women use them for their life politics. They use cyber contact or cyber flirting as a tool to
approach their potential sexual partners, and to change
their offline lives, including their sexual lives, as well as
their social and economical status.
These informants are able to formulate multiple strategies from their online experiences communicating with
many different men and in the absence of this they would
not have had such rich experiences or come up with so
many strategies. This study sheds light on how women
struggle to survive in a big city by making use of sex and
whatever limited resources they have. The sexual relations and experiences are then used for personal growth
and social positioning. Sex via the Internet is not just
about sex. It is also their politics. Net love is such a rage
that the Chinese mass media has a term for it, „wanglian‟.
The cyberspace is used by the Chinese women for forming myriad online communities and as Wellman stated,
computer networks are inarguably social networks,
„loosely bounded and sparsely knit‟ which help to increase
people‟s social capital. However along with Giulia she argued that besides the above, people also bring their
„gender, stage in life cycle, cultural milieu, socioeconomic
status , and offline connections to their online
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relationships. It is not like a whole new society getting
formed online.
In the chapter Electronic Park Benches: Online Mothers in
Hong Kong Using the Baby Kingdom, Caplan Victoria
writes about how Pregnant Chinese women and mothers
in Hong Kong have begun to use the Baby Kingdom as a
springboard to exercise their power in the household and
in the broader community, a sort of an „electronic park
bench‟ where women meet, gossip, exchange information
and stories, plan later meetings, swap or sell goods, and
even plan for political action.
She explains why communication in Chinese on the Internet is not easy due to technology issues and hence why
some women write in English occasionally not knowing
how to input Chinese characters or a they lack of Chinese
software at home or in the office. The replies received
are usually in Chinese, which they answer in English. It is
not uncommon for writers to intersperse the use of Chinese with some English words. Hence it is a new venue
for community supplementing the other ways of meeting
and relating in real life. As such, it can be a source of
empowerment, as women learn and share information,
ideas, and experiences.
The author goes on to add that with the empowerment
the site provides it is also is a place where oppressive
norms and practices are perpetuated for example exercising unreasonable power over foreign domestic helpers, or
working to keep women without Hong Kong ID cards
from giving birth in public hospitals.
In the chapter Cyberactivism in the Women‟s Movement:

A Comparison of Feminist Practices by Women Organizing
in Mainland China and Hong Kong, LIU Ting explores the
issue of cyberactivism in the complex cultural context of
contemporary China, Specifically Chinese cyber feminist
activism as it responds to and functions within different
underlying political and economic conditions. The chapter
explores the emergence of feminist activities in cyberspace across websites maintained by nine feminist websites in China and two in Hong Kong. The author states
that the feminist websites were all established with the
explicit goals of furthering gender equality and/or protecting women‟s interests.

Tang Wesley Siu-hang & Ho Petula Sik-ying in their chapter Cyber Self-centres? Young Hong Kong women and
their personal websites write about how gender implication being often overlooked by researchers who analyze
the sociocultural influences of emerging digital media i.e.
online diaries and personal websites. Most popular assumptions made are about how the Internet allows users
especially women to express and actualize themselves.
However from the interviews of the women the authors
feel that Cyberspace besides providing a highly-accessible
medium for computer literate young women also set the

limits of such freedom: such resistance is by and large set
by the „real‟ society they are living in and the kind of gender socialization that they have been subject to.
The social and communal support they have received
from their self-representation projects in cyberspace (onscreen) is not particularly helpful to these young women
in the way they deal with various kinds of performative
constraints in their real life settings (off-screen). On the
contrary, these personal websites often contribute to the
conflicts between the web-masters and their boyfriends.
Their projects of the self, these women feel, should also
be hidden from the sight of their parents because the
complicated feelings they express online often contradict
their presentations of themselves as good daughters and
conforming girl friends.

In Internet as Social Capital and Social Network: Cyberactivity of Hong Kong and Shanghai Women, Kuah-Pearce
Khun Eng finds the overall usefulness of the Internet with
35 percent of Hong Kong women rating it as being very
useful and another 32 per cent rating it as useful. Only 3
per cent rated it as not useful at all. Likewise, 37 per cent
of Shanghai women rated it as very useful and 34 per
cent rated it as useful. 2 per cent rated it as not useful at
all.
The Internet tends to reinforce social and interactive
communication among friends. This is especially so in
modern society where global migration results in movements of people and the need for them to be connected
to their family, friends, political and business bodies.
The authors wonder if women‟s access and ability to use
technology such as the Internet is significant in determining how they set agendas and reposition themselves in
the 21st Century. Will women be able to use their individual set of socio-cultural capital and transform it into collective sociocultural capital to usurp the existing social
structure and recreate different sets of social relationships that are more gender friendly and egalitarian?
They feel that it remains to be seen whether the women
will be able to institutionalize the cyber-structure and use
it to restructure the social and gender relationships that
have been embedded within our existing social structure.
They feel till it is done their set of socio-cultural capital
remains personalized enabling them to express and negotiate their identities and needs
in their daily routine life.
The area where Internet has been most beneficial is
where it can ease access to skilled job for Chinese immigrants in Canada as has been detailed by Greve Arent
and Salaff Janet in their chapter Can the Internet Help?

How Immigrant Women from China Get Jobs: A Survey
on PRC Immigrants‟ Employment Status in Canada.
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They feel Internet offers advantages in getting around
institutional discrimination in Canada. The ability to reach
out more widely to new circles by using online access to
job postings broadens their possibilities. The Internet has
been extolled as value free, based on sophisticated technology available to all, connectivity through search engines, not personal relationships, and text based neutrality. Access to the Internet gives immigrants a chance at
breaking into the wider labour market through broadening job information, thereby widening job searches, and
reducing signals that convey discriminating attributes.
The Internet‟s unique characteristic is its ability to link
widely. The Web can widen circles of information about
available jobs and candidates. Through Internet postings,
people learn about vacancies beyond what their personal
friends can tell them. Both employers and job seekers get
more information online. The various downsides to jobs
through the Internet have also been detailed in the chapter.
It has been widely argued that friends formed over the
cyberspace necessarily remain in the cyberspace for a
variety of reasons, mostly because the topic for interactions tend to be topical in nature and the netizens‟ interests shift along with new interests and topics for discussion. However at the same time, netizens might adopt
one or more personas and this again shifts along with
their changing interests. As such, netizens often shift
from one site to another in search of their new interests
and hence make new cyber-friends.

This euphemistic cyber-relationship serves as a constraint
to the establishment of permanent social relationship yet
acts as a liberating force to allow for short-term but more
varied types of cyber-interaction and hence the jury on
increase of social capital is still out there.
The book is a must read for students of diaspora, cybermedia and women studies. Even though some papers
repeat themes and ideas and the papers are written in
the early days of web 2.0 it is still relevant to the Indian
context as India shares a similar set of socio-economic
issues with China, hence digital engagement of Indian
women will mirror aspects as detailed about Chinese
women. Cyberspace is the grand new frontier as it is
changing the real world interactions and in turn is getting
changed by those interactions.
===========
Reviewer
Abhay Chawla is a journalist and a visiting faculty
in CIC, Delhi University. He teaches online journalism and his Ph.D topic is ―
"Marginalizations and consumption of new media".
Email:drabhaychawla@gmail.com
Twitter: gurgaonharyana

Call for Papers (Global)
International Conference on Indian Languages in the Diasporas: Strategies of Retention and Modes of Transmission
Date: Thursday, Oct 29, 2015
Venue: Mémorial ACTe, Pointe-à-Pitre,Guadeloupe
Address: Mémorial ACTe, Pointe-à-Pitre,Guadeloupe
The conference focuses on the languages of origin (LO)
of the Indian diaspora societies, immigrated during
the historical period of indenture that is from 1834 to
1920, known as the historical or old diaspora. They are
settled in the following countries and areas: Malaysia,
Singapore, Myanmar, Mauritius, Reunion, Seychelles,
South Africa, Fiji, Guyana, Suriname, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Trinidad and Tobago. They belong to the two main
linguistic groups of the sub-continent: The Indo-Aryan
group: Hindi (Awadhi & Bhojpuri), Urdu, Marathi, Gujarati, Sindhi, Punjabi and Konkani; and the Dravidian group:
Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam.
The objective of the Conference is to provide a forum for
discussion and interaction among researchers and educators on theoretical language retention and transmission

issues in diasporic contexts, enhanced by relevant country-based case studies.
The conference, being hosted in Guadeloupe, will pay
particular attention to the Indian diaspora people settled
in the French overseas departments (DOM): La Réunion,
Guadeloupe and Martinique. It is important to highlight
that most of them are of South Indian origin and claim
Tamil as their language and culture.
The focus of the present Conference lies on two related
aspects of the Indian language diasporic situation as part
of the process of identity construction:
1. Strategies of language retention
2. Modes of language transmission
Appasamy Murugaiyan
Chair, Conference Program Committee
EPHE-UMR 7528 Mondes iranien et indien, Paris
Conference Website: http://ildconference2015.cgpli.org/
7
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Academy on Labour Migration
18 May 2015 - 29 May 2015

tives of workers' organizations; representatives of employers' organizations; key stakeholders from NGOs; diaspora and migrant associations; officials from international
development agencies and regional economic communities; and academics from research institutes.

Language/s: English - Arabic - French
Venue: Turin Centre
Description

Contacts

The Academy on Labour Migration reviews and analyses
key issues, strategies, policies and tools for better governance of international labour migration, linking migration and development, and promoting the protection of
rights of migrant workers and their families.

Costs

Training area

Total cost: 3500 EUR

Social Protection, Governance and Tripartism

Tuition cost: 2150 EUR

Target Group

Subsistence cost: 1350 EUR

The course is designed for officials of public institutions
and ministries dealing with migration issues; representa-

To Apply: http://intranetp.itcilo.org/registration_closed

migration@itcilo.org
Course website

Highly skilled migration in the labour market: Brain waste or brain gain?
Conference Dates: Jun 25, 2015 to Jun 27, 2015
Deadline for paper submissions: Jan 4, 2015

assist the participation of those without alternative funding.

Organization is seeking innovative quantitative papers
that examine the (different) reasons and consequences of
brain waste, including contributions to better measurement of skills-mismatch. Possible research questions are
the propensity of immigrants to become self-employed as
a result of over-education, their propensity to (re-)
migrate due to over-education, or their likelihood to send
remittances. We particularly welcome papers that fully
account for the gender dimension of brain waste.
Furthermore, the current literature does not adequately
address the question of the skills-mismatch a migrant
would have experienced – if any – if he or she stayed in
the country of origin. Notions of brain drain, and brain
waste should ideally take into consideration these counterfactuals. After all, the migrant scientist working as a
taxi driver may not have found adequate employment in
the country of origin.
All presenters will have to register for the conference and
are given the opportunity to join the IMISCOE network
(€200). Organization have very limited funds available to

Instructions
Please submit your abstract online at http://
neuchatel.eu.qualtrics.com/SE/?
SID=SV_eJcCINIZppDzPal.
Deadline: 4 January 2015.Results will be announced by
10 January 2015.
Abstracts of maximum 200 words should include: title,
names and affiliation of author(s), a clear research question, information on data and methods, as well as
(expected) results.
For additional information,
ro or Didier Ruedin.

contact

Marco

Pecora-

Workshop
This panel is part of a new IMISCOE research initiative.
We will also discuss the possibility of publications and
further workshops to strengthen research on the topic of
brain waste and skills mismatch.
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Engaging with Scenarios of Return Migration
Thinking about Going „Home‟:
Engaging with Scenarios of Return Migration
Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) 20–21 August 2015

The effects of return intentions and expectations on
transnational relationships
The relationships between identity, belonging, and intentions to return

The possibility of one day returning to one‟s country of
origin is a fact of life for international migrants. Some live
in fear of deportation; others have a dream about retiring
in their native country.

Moral norms and values related to return migration, including assisted return

This conference addresses the different ways in which
migrants think, feel, and act upon the possibility of returning or being returned.

The conference is organized on the occasion of the completion of the project Possibilities and Realities of Return
Migration (PREMIG), led by the Peace Research Institute
Oslo (PRIO) and funded by the Research Council of Norway. The organizers will cover accommodation and meals
during the conference for all speakers. Participants must
cover their own transportation costs. There is no participation fee.

We wish to cover a range of circumstances with different degrees of choice and coercion, recognizing that migrants‟ agency always plays a role. Possible topics for
papers include, but are not limited to, the following:
The decision to return compared to the decision to migrate in the first place
Migrants‟ ways of dealing with the uncertainties of a possible return
The scope for migrants‟ agency in the face of possible
deportation
The relationship between a possible future return and
migrants‟ integration

The temporalities of the process of anticipating return

Abstracts of 200–250 words should be submitted via
an online form by 15 April 2015. (The submission form is
also available via the conference web site.
The number of slots for speakers is limited; applicants will
be notified of the selection outcome by 1 May 2015.
The PREMIG project is led by Jørgen Carling. Questions
about the conference or abstract submission can be directed to Cathrine Talleraas (cathrinetalleraas@prio.org).

Syrian Crisis and Migration
Migration Letters invites contributions for a special issue on the Syrian Crisis and Migration. The deteriorating situation in Syria as well as immigration flow from this
country has been identified as one of the biggest humanitarian tragedies of our time. Since the insurrections arose
in Syria in 2011, the turmoil and violence has caused
mass migration to destinations both within and outside
the region. According to the UNHCR, 6.5 million Syrians
are internally displaced and in addition more than 3 million have fled to neighbouring countries, such
as Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Turkey. Although the number is quite small when compared to neighbouring countries, a growing number of Syrians have sought asylum in
Europe. Since the conflict shows no signs of abating in
the near future, there is a constant increase in the number of Syrians fleeing their home.

Papers submitted must be original scholarly pieces and
follow the submission guidelines of the journal:http://
www.tp lo nd o n. co m/ jo ur na l/ in dex .p hp /ml/a b out/
submissions.
Anticipated schedule
Submission deadline: 1 May 2015
Notification: 21 May 2015
Final revisions: June-July 2015
Publication date: September 2015
The schedule may be subject to revisions.
Please forward your queries and submissions directly to
the co-editors:
Dr. Pinar Yazgan (Sakarya University):
pyazgan@gmail.com
Dr Deniz Eroglu (Trakya University):
dnz-eroglu@hotmail.com
9
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Crossing boundaries. An interdisciplinary conference on the challenges and
chances of research on the “Indian Ocean”-“Africa”-connection
Date: Sunday, Aug 09, 2015
Venue: Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study Stellenbosch, South Africa
Address: Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study Stellenbosch, South Africa
City/Twon:
Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Study
Stellenbosch, South Africa

Conveners: Dr. Franz Kogelmann (Islamic Studies, University of Bayreuth, Germany) Prof. Dr. Louis Paul Randriamarolaza (Anthropology, University of Antananarivo,
Madagascar)
Prof. Dr. Eva Spies (Study of Religion, University of Bayreuth, Germany) In cooperation with: Point Sud, Centre
for Research on Local Knowledge, Bamako, Mali The recent increase in Area Studies resulted in a new debate on
the suitability of a research approach driven by geographically defined regions. Some critics voiced the concern
that research concentrating on areas tends to reify imagined regions and their borders. Others see boundaries of
academic disciplines severely challenged whenever regions are at the centre of research designs rather than
theoretical questions or critical disciplinary discourses and
methods. Based on these observations, the conference
aims to promote a new south-south perspective on the
connections between the “Indian Ocean” and “Africa”. To
achieve this objective the conference provides a forum to
re-think conceptual and disciplinary boundary-making and
-crossing while discussing empirical case studies with foci
on religious and/or economic interactions between
“Africa” and the “Indian Ocean”. We invite the submission
of papers that present innovative research on religious

and/or economic interactions between “Africa” and the
“Indian Ocean” and critically discuss the concepts of area,
border or connection used in research. By discussing empirical data as well as the translation and application of an
area-approach, we invite scholars to re-think not only the
empirical data but also the epistemological basis of research on areas, borders and connections. Thus, the conference aims to foster the relocation and re-evaluation of
knowledge and academic knowledge-production and the
discussion of southern perspectives on the “areas” in
question. We encourage papers from different disciplinary
backgrounds to discuss empirical case studies, to question concepts such as “area”, “region” and “border” and
to present models of interconnectedness and processes of
exchange. Invited applicants are kindly requested to send
in draft versions of their paper four weeks prior to the
workshop, to ensure a thorough preparation of the workshop discussions. The presentation (20-25 min) of the
papers is in English. Cfp: Conference “Crossing Boundaries”, 9-11 August 2015, STIAS, Stellenbosch, SA
Please send an abstract of max. 500 words and a short
biographical sketch (disciplinary background, institutional
affiliation) to Franz Kogelmann, Louis Paul Randriamarolaza and Eva Spies by April 24, 2015
Franz.Kogelmann@uni-bayreuth.de
randrialouis@yahoo.fr
Eva.Spies@uni-bayreuth.de
For invited participants costs of transport and accommodation during the duration of the workshop will be covered.

Celebrating 155 years of Indians in South Africa
Theme: Ethnicity, Race and Citizenship: Place of Indians
in the New South Africa
Convenor: P. Pratap Kumar (Emeritus Professor)
Conference Dates: 11-15 November, 2015
Venue: Howard College Campus, University of KwaZulu
Natal, Durban, South Africa

Scholars are invited to submit an abstract of 150 words
along with the title of the paper. Postgraduate students
working on any aspect of Indian diaspora are also invited
to submit papers. organizers are in the process of setting
up a website for the conference and in the mean time
one can check for updates at the following website.
http://nidan.ukzn.ac.za
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GRFDT Research Paper Series

Original research articles along with abstracts are invited
from scholars for Working Paper Series. The papers
should be about 5000-6000 words.
Illustrations, figures, maps and graphs should be prepared in black and white and be kept to the minimum.
All manuscripts are referred to experts in the areas concerned. The editorial decisions will normally be communicated to the authors within one month from the date of
submission unless otherwise delayed by the reviewers.
The authors may be asked to revise the article after receiving referee's comments.
The revised version should highlight revisions so as to
have a quick review of the revisions.

system (e.g., Cohen, 1997) and should be properly referred to at the end of the text in the following style.
Books/Edited Books
Cohen, R. (1997). Global diasporas: An introduction .
Seattle: University of Washington Press.
Barkan, E. R. (Ed.). (2003). Immigration, incorporation
and transnationalism . New Jersy: Transaction Publishers.
Papers in the Journal/Edited Books
Demmers, J. (2002). Diaspora and conflict: Locality, long
-distance nationalism, and delocalisation of conflict dynamics. The Public, 9 (1), 85–96.

All the papers will have ISSN no and will be cited in
Google Scholar and other academic citation index. The
published
papers
will
be
available
online
at www.grfdt.com in pdf format freely for public view.

Osella, C., & Osella, F. (2008). Nuancing the migrant experience: Perspectives from Kerala, South India. In S.
Koshy & R. Radhakrishnan (Eds.), Transnational South
Asians: The making of a neo-diaspora (pp. 146–178).
New Delhi: Oxford University Press.

Structure of the Paper

Reports/Working Papers

Headings and Subheadings

United Nations Development Programme. (2009). Overcoming barriers: Human mobility and development
(Human Development report 2009). New York: UNDP.

The papers should be structured through numbered main
headings (in all caps bold), subheadings (in upper/lower
bold), and sub-sub-headings (in normal italics). Spellings
of frequently used words should be consistent all through
the paper.
Notes/ Foot/End Notes
Notes should be numbered in Arabic numerals as superscripts inside the text, and their details should appear as
end notes. Tables should appear along with their data
sources (if not generated from author's own research) in
the appropriate places inside the text.
Notes for tables should be marked with (*) and should
appear at the bottom of the table.
References Style
Reference cited in the text should follow the author-date

Chaloff, J., & Lemaitre, G. (2009). Managing highlyskilled labour migration: A comparative analysis of migration policies and challenges in OECD countries. OECD
social, employment and migration working papers, no.
79.
Websites
Grossman, M. (2010). Diaspora knowledge flows in the
global economy, E-Leader Budapest 2010. http://www.gcasa.com/conferences/budapest/papers/Grossman.pdf .
Accesses on 12 Apr 2013.
Contacts
The complete paper can be submitted to the Editor,
Working Paper Series, GRFDT, Email: editor@grfdt.com
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Forthcoming Books
International Migration and Development in South Asia
Edited by Md Mizanur Rahman, Tan Tai Yong
Rutledge – 2015 – 244 pages
Series: Rutledge Contemporary South Asia Series
In migration studies, the nexus between migration and
development in the global South has been meticulously
debated. However, a unanimous resolution to this debate
has not been found, due to the ever-changing nature of
international migration. This book advances knowledge
on the global debate on the migration-development relationship by documenting experiences in a number of
countries in South Asia.
Drawing on the experiences of global South Asians, this
volume documents the impact of migration on the social,
economic, and political fields in the broader context of
development. It also presents a regional experience by
looking into the migration-development nexus in the context of South Asia, and analyses the role South Asian migrants and diaspora communities play in the South Asian

society. Contributions
from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds,
including sociology, anthropology, political science, international relations and economics,
document the development implications of
South Asian migration.
Broad in scope in terms
of contents, timeline of
migration, and geographical coverage, the
book presents empirically-based case studies
involving India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and Nepal and their emigrants
living and working in different parts of the world.

Tragic Orphans: Indians in Malaysia
Author name : Carl Vadivella Belle
Published by : ISEAS, Singapore.
In 1938, noting that the bulk of the Indian population
formed a “landless proletariat” and despairing of the ability of the factionalized Indian community to unite in pursuit of common objectives, activist K.A. Neelakanda Ayer
forecast that the fate of Indians in Malaya would be to
become “Tragic orphans – of whom India has forgotten
and Malaya looks down upon with contempt.” Ayer‟s
words continue to resonate; as a minority group in a nation dominated politically by colonially derived narratives
of “race” and ethnicity and riven by the imperatives of
religion, the general trajectory of the economically and
politically impotent Indian community has been one of
increasing irrelevance. This book explores the history of
the modern Indian presence in Malaysia, and traces the
vital role played by the Indian community in the construction of contemporary Malaysia. In this comprehensive
new study, Carl Vadivella Belle offers fresh insights on the
Indian experience spanning the period from the colonial

recruitment of Indian
labour to the postMerdeka
political,
economic and social
marginalization
of
Indians. While recent
Indian challenges to
the political status
quo, a regime described as that of
“benign neglect”, promoted Indian hopes
of reform, change and
uplift, the author concludes that the dictates of political discourse permeated by
the ideologies of communalism offer limited
prospects for meaningful change.

We invite Students, Researchers and Faculty Members to submit a small write up of their
achievements and awards to the editor. It will provide the scholars a platform to connect
with peer groups working on themes related to Diaspora and Transnationalism. Information
related to seminar/conferences/events can be sent to the Editor at: editor@grfdt.com
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