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Global Research Forum on Diaspora and Transnationalism (GRFDT) is a consortium of re-

searchers and policy makers drawn from national and international universities, institutes and 

organizations. GRFDT is presently based in India and is shaping as the largest such group fo-

cusing specifically on the issues related to diaspora and transnationalism. 

 

The GRFDT works as an academic and policy think tank by engaging national and international 

experts from academics, practitioners and policy makers in a broad range of areas such as mi-

gration policies, transnational linkages of development, human rights, culture, gender to men-

tion a few. In the changing global environment of academic research and policy making, the 

role of GRFDT will be of immense help to the various stakeholders. Many developing countries 

cannot afford to miss the opportunity to harness the knowledge revolution of the present era. 

The engagement of diaspora with various platform need to be reassessed in the present context 

to engage them in the best possible manner for the development human societies by providing 

policy input at the national and global context.  
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Introduction  
Internal migration, International migration and Diasporic formations 

ÈÙÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÓÐÕÒÌËɯ×ÏÌÕÖÔÌÕÈɯÐÕɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯɯÞÐËÌÓàɯÕÌÛÞÖÙÒÌËɯÞÖÙÓËȭɯɯ3ÙÌÕËÚɯ

in internal migration have shown that in certain favorable conditions, it 

can translate into international migration. The classic case is the migra-

tion from Kerala. In 1950s and 60s, migration from Kerala was predomi-

nantly internal. However, the oil boom in Gulf countries created new 

ȿ×ÜÓÓɀɯÍÈÊÛÖÙɯÈÕËɯÊÏÈÕÎÌËɯÛÏÌɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÔÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

Gulf countries. Therefore, discussions on all these interlinked areas are  

necessary for a meaningful policy making.  Further, linking of  migra-

tion and diasporic processes to the development have  become  a signifi-

cant area of discussion  in recent years.  

Given the enhanced cultural capital and social capital, diasporas are 

×ÌÙÊÌÐÝÌËɯÈÚɯȿÚÛÙÈÛÌÎÐÊɯÈÚÚÌÛÚɀɯÈÕËɯÊÈÛÈÓàÚÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯÎÙÖÞÛÏɯÈÕËɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÖÜÕÛÙàɯÖÍɯÖÙÐɪ

gin.  Diaspora capital broadly includes investments, economic and social remittances, moral and material 

support for political ideological, projects and so on. Global diasporas have emerged as important non -state 

actors for strengthening bilateral and multilateral relations in the comity of nations. Diasporas are gradu-

ally recognized as a form of soft power; in the realm of diplomacy for the home country as they retain cul-

tural heritage of the country of origin in their adopted homes.  

On the flip side, migrants also face numerous challenges like racial, ethnic, religious and cultural oppres-

sions, xenophobia   and so on. To cite examples, due to civil war or ethnic strife especially in the West and 

Central Asian Regions and in Myanmar, the civilians have been forced to flee from their countries. The 

plight of Syrian and Rohinya refugee crisis was exacerbated by the denial of their entry into some European 

countries in the case of Syrian refugees and to Malaysia in the case of Rohinya crisis.  Media has reported 

about the human rights violations against Indian unskilled labouers in the Gulf regions. The purported ra-

cial attacks on the Indian students in Australia are concerning as well.  

To take this forward, Global Research Forum on Diaspora and Transnationalism (GRFDT)  organized its 

ÍÐÙÚÛɯɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÊÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÌÔÌɯȿ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɀȭɯ&1%#3ɯÍÙÖÔɯÐÛÚɯÐÕÊÌ×ɪ

tion has been tryimg  to deepen the engagement among stakeholders from academia, policy makers and 

those who are working in the fields or at grass root level,  in an  interdisciplinary platform. This conference  

ȿ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɀɯɯɯÞÈÚɯɯÖÕÌɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÛÛÌÔ×ÛɯÛÖɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ɯËÐÚÊÖÜÙÚÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯɯÊÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÜÕɪ

derstandable and meaningful to all stakeholders.  

Policy Stakes: India, being a large country, having both massive internal and international migration can-

not ignore  migration and its impact on various developmental, social and cultural factors. Today, India has 

a  sizable diaspora,  second largest  in the world, only next to Chinese diaspora. In this context, it is very 

important to generate debate on various issues and create knowledge database that will be useful for better 

informed policy choices. India has also been experiencing massive internal migration which is often unset-

tling the other process of development such as urbanization. How do we address these issues? Of course, 

there are no easy answers  to these complex problems. However, any attempt to engage in interdiscipli-

nary, multi -stakeholders dialogue would be  helpful for a meaningful policy formulation in  a complex and 

diverse country  like India.  

Broadening the Scope: In this conference, GRFDT attempted  to broaden  the scope to understand migra-

tion and diaspora.  Comparative studies from different countries and studies  within India provided that 

broad canvas.  GRFDT  received papers from countries experiencing huge international migration such as 

Philippines on one hand, and on the other, countries receiving high emigration such as Gulf and Canada. 

These comparative papers  provided better insights for futuristic direction of international migration at  the 

global level  and also the position of  India, in the broad context.  

Report  
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Interdisciplinary engagement: The conference has provided a space for deeper inter-disciplinary engage-

ment among participant scholars.   In fact, the conference was envisioned to understand the various  dy-

namics of  chosen themes  through interdisciplinary canvass.    With the participation of experts from the 

various disciplines,   the interdisciplinary nature was unraveled and  deepened  the perceptions.  

Highlighting the  under researched areas: One of the achievements of the Conference  was  to focus upon 

the less researched areas of migration and diaspora.  Areas such as marriage and diaspora, fake marriages, 

use of remittances, law and order issues arising out of marriages and transnational movement, refugee 

problems etc.  were widely covered in the conference.  

Sustainable Dialogue: Sustainable dialogues are necessary. GRFDT has been  intensifying its effort for cre-

ating a platform for more such sustainable dialogues with various stakeholders for meaningful way for-

ward.  It has been striving for creating a knowledge base with regular  seminars and publications to aid the 

policy formulations. We hope that this report will help in providing  highlights of the issues related to the 

migration, diaspora and its linkages to development.   

Structure of the Seminar: Themes and Subthemes: Besides, inaugural, plenary and valedictory sessions, 

the two day conference has the following major themes: revisiting migration and diaspora; migration and 

development; gender and migration; nation and diaspora crisis; knowledge and skills; diaspora and migra-

tion literature; diasporas and refugees in India; remittance and investment; social, cultural issues and chal-

lenges; Indian diaspora: issues and challenges; Regional and national dynamics.  

Acknowledgment  

The conference was a huge success due to an overwhelming support from the various walks of life.  First of 

all, I would like to express my deep gratitude to the convener Dr.Sadananda Sahoo who  was an inspira-

tion and provided all kinds of support and  leadership for the success of the conference.  My  special 

thanks goes to Dr.G.srinivas for offering his guidance  and support.  Though the list is endless, my thanks  

and appreciations  especially  go  to my colleagues Rakesh Ranjan, Monica Bisht, Dr.Smita Tiwari, 

Dr.Rajneesh Gupta, Rajiv Mishra, Rahul Kumar, Amardeep kumar, Diksha Jha, Arsala Nizami, Jeetendra 

soni and others for assisting me in various ways and means.   I would like to thank all the rapportuers who 

skillfully compiled the conference proceedings.  I am thankful to  all the chairs Prof.Supriya Singh, 

Prof.A.C.Sinha, Prof.Binod Khadria, Prof.S.Vivek Kumar, Prof. Sebnem Koser Akcapar, Prof.Renuka Singh, 

Dr.G.Srinivas, Dr.Margaret Walton Robert, Dr.S.Nandini Sen,Dr.Anjali Sahay and Dr.Bhaskar Teegela for 

moderating the various sessions. My  heartfelt thanks to the esteemed guest speakers Prof. Kavita Sharma, 

Prof.Kamala Ganesh, Prof. Irudaya Rajan, Prof.A.C.Sinha and Dr.Didar  Singh for their  stimulating  and 

thought provoking ideas in their speeches that set the tone of the conference. I acknowledge and thank the 

panel discussion moderator Ambassador Talmiz Ahmad and the panelists Prof.A.C.Sinha, Prof. Supriya 

Singh and  Dr.Jayati Bhattacharya for their insightful discussion on migration policy and intersectoral chal-

lenges.  I am highly indebted to the sponsorers namely National Building Constructions Compnay 

(NBCC), PAMS Professional Group, Routledge and Orient Black Swan for their generous financial support. 

Last but not the least, I am so grateful to all the presenters and the participants from the foreign countries 

as well as from the various parts of the country.  

Way forward  

Publications and creating a network of scholars are ongoing process to deepen our engagement with the 

migration and diaspora scholarship. GRFDT has a world wide network of about 3500  active scholars 

working on the areas of migration and diaspora. These research networks of diverse range of scholars, pol-

icy experts and grass root activists help us in receiving inputs and generating new ideas. As the world is 

getting widely inter -connected in both virtual and physical spaces, any issues and problems need coordi-

nated response. Our Global network is one such effort to facilitate a better knowledge platform to discuss 

the past, present and look into the future.  
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International Participants in the Conference on ôMigration, Diaspora and Developmentò, 20-21 February 2016, New Delhi  

Country-wise number of participants 

Country  Number of Par-

ticipants 
Australia 1 

Bangladesh 1 

Canada 3 

India 95 

Italy 1 

Mexico 1 

Nepal 1 

New Zealand 1 

Nigeria 1 

Philippines 2 
Sri Lanka 1 

Tanzania 1 

Turkey 1 

United King-

dom 

1 

United States 

of America 

3 

Total 114 
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Inauguration  

Global Research Forum on Diaspora and Transna-

tionalism (GRFDT) organized an International 

"ÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÖÕɯȿ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ɪ

ÔÌÕÛɀȮɯÖÕɯƖƔ-21 February, 2016 at India Interna-

tional Centre (IIC), New Delhi. The Conference 

was attended by wide range of academicians, re-

tired diplomats and research scholars. In the Inau-

gural Session, Dr. M. Mahalingham, Coordinator of 

the Conference, welcomed the guests and briefed 

about the Conference. The Special Lecture was pre-

sented by Professor Kamala Ganesh, Senior Fellow 

of Indian Council of Social Science Research. Dr. 

Didar A. Singh, Secretary General, FICCI, gave the 

Inaugural Address. The Keynote Address was pre-

sented by Professor Kavita Sharma, President, 

South Asia University, New Delhi. The Keynote 

Address was followed by the release of the Confer-

ence Souvenir by the dignitaries. Also a book on 

ȿ-Ì×ÈÓÐɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯÐÕɯ&ÓÖÉÈÓÐÚÌËɯ$ÙÈɀɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÓÌÈÚÌËɯ

which was followed by a brief talk by the author of 

the book Professor A.C. Sinha. The Vote of Thanks 

was presented by Mr. Rajiv Mishra, a member of 

GRFDT. There were six parallel sessions and one 

plenary session followed by Valedictory session. 

Parallel Session-I  

Revisiting Migration and Diaspora: The theme of 

the first parallel session of first thematic session 

ÞÈÚɯȿ1ÌÝÐÚÐÛÐÕÎɯ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɀȭɯ/ÙÖÍÌÚÚÖÙɯ

Supriya Singh, a professor of Sociology of Commu-

nications at RMIT University, Melbourne, Austra-

lia, chaired the session. Her research interests cover 

money, migration & transnational family, gender & 

financial inclusion, communication & globalization 

and money. In this session, five papers were pre-

sented.  

3ÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ×È×ÌÙɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯȿ"ÐÈÖȵɯ"ÐÈÖȵɯ ÕÈÓàÚÐÚɯÖÍɯÚÐÎÕÚɯ

of negotiations in the formation of Transnational 

ÐËÌÕÛÐÛàɯÖÍɯ%ÐÓÐ×ÐÕÖÚɯÐÕɯ5ÌÕÐÊÌȮɯ(ÛÈÓàɀɯÞÈÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯ

by Dr Rowell D. Madula. The paper was based on 

Conference Report  

Report  

From L -R: Prof. A C Sinha, Dr. A Didar Singh, Prof. Kavita Sharma 

and Prof.. Kamala Ganesh 

From L -R: Prof. A C Sinha and Dr. A Didar Singh 
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the labour migration of the Filipinos, who went 

overseas in search of employment. The paper aims 

to synthesize his experience with the Filipino com-

munity in Venice, Italy during teaching the Filipino 

language and culture to migrant children and 

youth. The study examines whether the Filipinos 

negotiate their identity in a foreign land.  

3ÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯ×È×ÌÙɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯȿ#ÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÚÏÈËÌÚɯÖÍɯ#ÐÈÚ×Öɪ

ÙÈÚȯɯ,àɯ+ÐÝÌËɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ$ÈÚÛɯ ÍÙÐÊÈɀɯÞÈÚɯ

presented by Urmila Jhaveri. Her study was fo-

cused on the movements of the Indian Diaspora to 

distant lands to form significant communities for 

more than five centuries. The study explains the 

harsh colonial apartheid system, sailing by Dhow 

during World War II, pre and post -independence 

period in Tanganyika, South Africa. The study also 

focused the struggle of the women in South Africa 

right from family to professional life.   Also, an at-

tempt had been to explore the environment as it 

existed in East Africa and is based on my observa-

tions and experiences of a life time spent in Tanza-

nia.  

3ÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯ×È×ÌÙɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯȿ3ÏÌɯ1ÈÔÈàÈÕÈȮɯ$ÔÖÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ

and Psychological Anchor of Old Diaspora, With 

2×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ1ÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ3ÙÐÕÐËÈËɀɯÞÈÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯÉàɯ

Dr. Archana Tewari. The study examines the role 

of religion in the lives of indentured workers in the 

Trinidad. The social stigma of having crossed the 

seas and the alien environment of the far-off Carib-

bean colonies naturally had an adverse effect on 

the physical and the psychological health of the 

Indians. The aim of the paper is to examine the in-

fluence of the Ramayana on the lives of indentured 

Indians in those days when any form of counsel-

ling was unknown.  

The last paper was presented by Dr. Muneer Illath, 

ÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÈÚɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯȿ1ÌÝÐÚÐÛÐÕÎɯ*ÈÍÈÓÈɯÚàÚÛÌÔɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

Gulf - Between migrant vulnerability and creative 

ÔÜÛÜÈÓÐÛàɀȭɯɯ(ÕɯÏÐÚɯ×È×ÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙɯÕÈÙÙÈÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ

problems with Mappila Muslims of south India. 

This paper is a modest attempt to revisit the Kafala 

system in the Gulf in general and migrant wisdom 

on the elasticity and plasticity of the system over a 

period of time, in particular.  

Parallel Session-I  

Migration and Development: The theme of the sec-

ond parallel session of the first session was 

ȿ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɀȭɯɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÊÏÈÐÙÌËɯÉàɯ

Professor A C Sinha. This session had four papers 

relating to migration and development in diverse 

ÈÙÌÈÚȭɯ,Ùȭɯ,ȭ,ȭɯ ÓÐÒÏÈÕɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯ×È×ÌÙɯɁ+ÈÉÖÜÙɯ,Ðɪ

gration and Development: Economic reintegration 

of Sri Lankan Return Migrants from the Middle 

$ÈÚÛɀȮɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚÌËɯÏÖÞɯÔÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÏÌÓ×ÌËɯÐÕɯÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯ

enhancement of remittances and reduced unem-

ployment levels in addition to understanding rein-

tegration struggles for both male and female mi-

ÎÙÈÕÛÚȭɯ,Úȭɯ/ÙÈáàɯ6ÈÓÐÈɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯ×È×ÌÙɯɁ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ

ÈÕËɯ #ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛȯɯ Õɯ4ÙÉÈÕɯ!ÙÈÐÕÞÈÝÌɂɯÌÓÈÉÖɪ

rated upon the conceptual frame that integrates 

agency and structure perspectives and hence ex-

plaining the heterogeneous nature of migration -

development interactions. Mr. Anubhav Roy and 

Ms. Madhulika V. Narsimhan in their paper 

Report  

Mr. M.M. Alikhan  

ÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÕɯȿ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛ 
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Ɂ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯ /ÖÓÐÛÐÊÚȯɯ 3ÙÌÕËÚɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ (ÕËÐÈȮɯ +ÌÚÚÖÕÚɯ

ÍÙÖÔɯ(ÚÙÈÌÓɂɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÝÌɯȹÈɯÏÖÔÌÞÈÙËɯ

tilt) and negative (disillusionment with domestic 

politics) roles that the diasporic communities had 

played with respect to homeland politics in the 

context of India and Israel respectively. Mr. Jeeten-

ËÙÈɯ#ȭɯ2ÖÕÐɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯ×È×ÌÙɯɁ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ɪ

ment: A case study of Labour Emigration from Ra-

ÑÈÚÛÏÈÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ&ÜÓÍɯ1ÌÎÐÖÕɂɯÛÙÐÌËɯÛÖɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ

level at which migration is able to provide eco-

nomic, social and psychological security to the emi-

grants and families in select districts in Rajasthan. 

Parallel Session-2 

Gender and Migration: The first session of second 

×ÈÙÈÓÓÌÓɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÞÈÚɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÌÔÌɯȿ&ÌÕËÌÙɯ

ÈÕËɯ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɀɯÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÊÏÈÐÙÌËɯÉàɯ#Ùȭɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯ

Walton Robert. Five papers were presented in the 

session. The first paper was presented by Atinder 

/ÈÓɯ*ÈÜÙȮɯÛÐÛÓÌËȮɯȿ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ"ÏÈÕÎÐÕÎɯ&ÌÕËÌÙɯ

Roles: Study of left behind women in Rural Pun-

ÑÈÉɀȭɯ2ÏÌɯÈÛÛÌÔ×ÛÌËɯÛÖɯÌß×ÓÖÙÌɯÏÖÞɯÔÈÓÌɯÔÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ

brings changes and encourage other people of the 

region to play new roles, experiment with new 

ÐËÌÈÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÈËÖ×Ûɯ

new organizing strategies. She found that in the 

Doaba region of Punjab, women feel themselves 

more autonomous, free and self independent with 

ÙÌÚ×ÌÊÛɯÛÖɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕȭɯ'ÖÞÌÝÌÙɯɁ×ÈÛÙÐÈÙÊÏÈÓɯ

ÕÖÙÔÚɂɯÈÕËɯÔÈÓÌɯËÖÔÐÕÈÕÊàɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÌßÐÚÛɯÈÔÖÕÎɯ/ÜÕɪ

jabi society.  

3ÏÌɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯ×È×ÌÙɯÛÐÛÓÌËȮɯɁ(ÕɯÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÖÍɯÚÜÙÝÐÝÈÓȯɯ$ßɪ

amining the issues of insecurity from the lives of 

ÔÐÎÙÈÕÛɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÞÖÙÒÌÙÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàɯÖÍɯ'àËÌÙÈÉÈËɂɯ

was presented by Boddu Srujana. She tried to ar-

gue how women along with their families are mi-

grated with insecurities to the land of uncertainty 

in search of survival. With no social capital which 

is present in their villages and no networks, the 

whole decision of migration only involves several 

issues and challenges. The study was carried out 

through primary data and analysing it in the light 

of present literature and reports.  

3ÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯ×È×ÌÙɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯ,ÈÙÙàÐÕÎɯÈÕɯȿ(ÕËÐÈÕɀȯɯ4ÕËÌÙɪ

ÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯ3ÏÌɯ(ÕËÐÈÕɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯ3ÏÖÜÎÏɯ!ÖÓÓàÞÖÖËɀɯ

was presented by Rituparna Patgiri. She tried to 

look at the Indian community of migrants who 

have settled in various parts of the world and try 

to understand the process through which transna-

tional migration has helped them in maintaining 

their relationship with the host nation as well as in 

their country of origin. While the host nation may 

be different in each case, the country of origin re-

mains the same, that is, India. She tried to present 

her research by taking the example of the Hindi 

Report  

From L-R: Atinder Pal Kaur, Aruna 

Chawla, Prof. Margaret Walton Robert, 

Rituparna Patgiri, Anshuman Rana and 

Boddu Srujana  



 

 

International Conference  9  Migration, Diaspora and Development  

GRFDT, 20-21 February 2016  

film industry, more popularly known as Bolly-

wood.  

Parallel Session-2 

Nation Diaspora and Crisis - I: The theme of sec-

ond session of the second thematic session was 

ȿ-ÈÛÐÖÕɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯÈÕËɯ"ÙÐÚÐÚ- (ɀȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÞÈÚɯ

chaired by Dr. Anjali Sahay, which included three 

papers with interesting discussions on the role of 

marginalised, vulnerable sections amongst the mi-

grants in negotiating their exclusions and recon-

structing their own ideas of the national and the 

ÔÖËÌÙÕȭɯ#Ùȭɯ1ÜÊÏÐÙÈɯ#ÈÚɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯ×È×ÌÙɯɁ!ÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ

the Native Land and the City: Negotiations and 

$ß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÈÕÛÏÈÓɯ,ÐÎÙÈÕÛÚɯÖÍɯ*ÖÓÒÈÛÈɂɯ

through an ethnographic study of the Santhal tribe 

who migrated to different parts of West Bengal and 

neighbouring states,   investigates the reasons, con-

texts and conditions that led to such move from 

native habitation to cities and the resultant strug-

gles. Dr. Mollica Dastider in her paper 

ȿ3ÙÈÕÚÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ #ÐÚÚÌÕÛɯ ÈÕËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ,ÈÙÎÐÕÈÓÐáÌËɯ (Õɪ

ËÐÎÌÕÖÜÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ$ÈÚÛɯ'ÐÔÈÓÈàÈÚɀɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ

janajatis (indigenous) groups of Eastern Himalayas 

who as Nepali speaking subalterns make impor-

ÛÈÕÛɯÐÕÛÌÙÝÌÕÛÐÖÕÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÎÌÖÎÙÈɪ

phy and how discourses of difference or dissent 

are shaped by these indigenous groups. Ms. 

1ÈÊÏÕÈɯ 1ÈÐɯ ÐÕɯ ÏÌÙɯ ×È×ÌÙɯ Ɂ2ÖÊÐÈÓɯ &ÌÙÖÕÛÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ

ÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÌËɯÉàɯÖÜÛɯÔÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯ(ÕËÐÈɂɯËÐÚɪ

cussed how the lives of old age population is im-

pacted socially and psychologically after their chil-

dren decide to migrate to other states. 

Parallel Session-3 

Knowledge and Skills: The theme of first session of 

ÛÏÐÙËɯ×ÈÙÈÓÓÌÓɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÞÈÚɯȿ*ÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÈÕËɯ2ÒÐÓÓÚɀɯ

and the session was chaired by Professor Binod 

Khadria. The first presentation of the session was 

ÔÈËÌɯÉàɯ/ÙÖÍÌÚÚÖÙɯ ×ÈÙÕÈɯ!ÈÚÜȮɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯȿ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ

of highly skilled workers from India: What is their 

ÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÎÓÖÉÈÓɯÚÊÐÌÕÛÐÍÐÊɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏȳɀɯ3ÏÌɯ×Èɪ

per argued that every year large numbers of highly 

educated students migrate from India to other 

countries to pursue higher education or for em-

ployment. She used scientometrics method to chart 

the contribution of migrant Indian scientists to 

global scientific research in the last decade, 

through their publications (journal articles) listed 

in the Science Citation Index.  She estimated that 

the number of papers contributed annually by the 

diaspora is of the same order as that by Indian sci-

entists. 

3ÏÌɯ ÓÈÚÛɯ ×È×ÌÙɯ ÖÕɯ ȿ(ÕËÐÈÕɯ #ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯ *ÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯ

Networks: Take-off Challenges and Future Pros-

×ÌÊÛÚɀɯÞÈÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯÉàɯ2ÙÐËÏÈÙɯ!ÏÈÎÈÝÈÛÜÓÈȭɯ#ÜÙɪ

ing his presentation he emphasized that the Dias-

poras across the world are becoming an important 

ÎÙÖÜ×ɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÍÍÌÙÚɯÐÕÍÓÜÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÊÏÈÕÎÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯȿÏÖÔÌɀɯ

ÊÖÜÕÛÙÐÌÚɀɯ ËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ ÈÎÌÕËÈȭɯ ,ÈÕàɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ

countries which enjoy presence of large groups of 

ȿÛÏÌÐÙɀɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯÉÖÜÕËÈÙÐÌÚɯ×ÙÖɪ

vide an extended arm and offers integrative struc-

tures for a win -win situation. He told that one of 

the important integrative structures is through the 

technology enabled knowledge network. He con-

cluded that the future prospects of the Indian Dias-

pora Knowledge Networks,  are bright through 

convergence of various approaches.  

Parallel Session-3 

Nation, Diaspora and Crisis II: This second ses-

sion of the third parallel thematic session was dedi-

ÊÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÌÔÌɯȿ-ÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯÈÕËɯ"ÙÐÚÐÚɯ((ɀȭɯ

Sociologist and well known scholar of the subject 

Professor Vivek Kumar chaired this session. Total 

four research papers were presented in the session 
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covering a range of issues emerging as an outcome 

of migration and diasporic linkages.  Ms. Arsala 

-ÐáÈÔÐȭɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯ×È×ÌÙɯȿ3ÙÈÕÚÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯËàÕÈÔÐÊÚɯÈÕËɯ

new politics of engagement: role of diasporas in 

2ÖÜÛÏɯ ÚÐÈÕɯÊÖÕÍÓÐÊÛÚɀɯÈÙÎÜÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÕÚÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ

links of diasporas can either be constructive or de-

structive depending on the orientation and inter-

ests of diaspora groups and politics adopted by 

homeland governments in engaging their diaspo-

ras. She took up four cases to substantiate her ar-

guments- Ethnic conflicts in Sri Lanka, Afghan cri-

sis, Jammu and Kashmir issue and Khalistan move-

ment. Bernardo López Marín and Gianmaria Lenti 

ÑÖÐÕÛÓàɯ ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯ Èɯ ÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯ ×È×ÌÙɯ ÖÕɯ ȿ3ÙÈÕÚ-

Mexican Migration: The role of agency, collectivity 

and solidarity within irregular journeys across 

,ÌßÐÊÖɀȭɯ 3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ ×ÐÊÛÖÙÐÈÓɯ ÌÝÐËÌÕÊÌÚɯ ÛÏÌàɯ Ìßɪ

plained how social factors defining the way of life 

of Central American migrants and displaced indi-

viduals in transit through Mexico towards the US 

border. Further they argued that these migrants 

should not be perceived solely as victims, but as 

independent individuals who use their agency to 

resist sociopolitical exclusion and institutional op-

pression. 

/ȭ*ȭɯ&ÖÝÐÕËÈ×ÙÈÚÈËɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯ×È×ÌÙɯȿ(Ô×ÈÊÛɯÖÍɯ,ÐÎÙÈɪ

ÛÐÖÕɯÖÕɯ+ÈÕËɯ4ÚÌɯÐÕɯ*ÌÙÈÓÈɀɯÈÕÈÓàÚÌËɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÓÌɯÖÍɯ

migration and remittances in the land use pattern 

in the Kerala. By a thorough scrutiny of various 

micro -economic data he concluded that the in-

creasing rate of emigration and the resulting inflow 

of large volumes of remittances have significant 

influence in the land market, labour market, con-

sumption, savings, investment and income distri-

ÉÜÛÐÖÕȭɯ#Ùȭɯ,ÜÕÕÈɯ+ÈÓɯ&Ü×ÛÈɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯ×È×ÌÙɯȿ(ÕËÐÈÕɯ

Indenture Labour Migration: Historiography, 

2ÖÜÙÊÌɀɯÌßÈÔÐÕÌËɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÔÌÛÏÖËÚɯÛÖɯÚÛÜËàɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯ

of Indian indenture labour migration which are 

ÓÈÙÎÌÓàɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÊÖÓÖÕÐÈÓɯÎÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɀÚɯÙÌÊÖÙËÚȭɯ'Ìɯ

stated that present interpretation of history of these 

migrations could be clubbed in two broad catego-

ries Nationalist and Imperialist. He emphasized on 

need of other sources such as oral history to under-

stand the issue in a holistic way. 

Parallel Session-4 

Diaspora and Migration Literature: The first ses-

ÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÍÖÜÙÛÏɯ×ÈÙÈÓÓÌÓɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯËÌÈÓÛɯÞÐÛÏɯȿ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯ

ÈÕËɯ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ+ÐÛÌÙÈÛÜÙÌɀȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÞÈÚɯÊÏÈÐÙÌËɯ

by Dr. Nandini Sen. Three papers were presented 

in the session, which broadly built arguments on 

issues and challenges of diasporas and migration 

through the lenses of novels and poems written by 

Indian diasporas residing in foreign lands.  
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%ÐÙÚÛɯ×È×ÌÙɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯȿ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÐÛÚɯ/ÚàÊÏÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ

ÐÔ×ÈÊÛÚȯɯ ɯ2ÛÜËàɯÖÍɯ!ÌÕàÈÔÐÕɀÚɯ-ÖÝÌÓɯ&ÖÈÛɯ#ÈàÚɀɯ

was presented by Mr. Nitesh Narnolia & Ms. 

Mousam. The paper tried to understand the social, 

cultural and psychological impacts of migration 

ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËàɯÖÍɯ!ÌÕàÈÔÐÕɀÚɯÕÖÝÌÓɯ&ÖÈÛɯ#ÈàÚȭɯ

It attempted to explore the existential crisis of the 

×ÙÖÛÈÎÖÕÐÚÛȮɯ -ÈÑÌÌÉȮɯ ÐÕɯ !ÌÕàÈÔÐÕɀÚɯ  ÈËÜɯ )ÌÌɪ

vitham, translated in English by Joseph Koyippally 

under the title Goat Days. 

3ÏÌɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯ×È×ÌÙɯÌÕÛÐÛÓÌËɯȿ3ÏÌɯ4ÕÎÙÈÛÌÍÜÓɯ(ÔÔÐɪ

ÎÙÈÕÛȯɯɯ ɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÛɯ ÜÚÛÙÈÓÐÈɀÚɯÐÔÔÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯ

ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÌàÌÚɯÖÍɯ×ÖÌÛÙàɀɯÞÈÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯÉàɯ2ÈÙɪ

bani Mohapatra. She delineated various stages in 

ÛÏÌɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯ ÜÚÛÙÈÓÐÈɀÚɯÐÔÔÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÖÓÐÊàɯÝÐÚ-a-

vis the impact it has on the relationship of immi-

grants with Australia. In order to do so, she ana-

lysed many poems that have been discussed in the 

paper, including the work of Ouyang yu, Peter 

Skrzynecki, Maria Lewitt and many others. The 

idea of multiple multiculturalism has also been 

dealt in the paper.  

3ÏÌɯÛÏÐÙËɯ×È×ÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÞÈÚɯÖÕɯȿ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÐÊɯ

ÈÕËɯ,ÐÎÙÈÕÛɯ(ËÌÕÛÐÛÐÌÚɯÐÕɯ*ÈÔÈÓÈɯ,ÈÙÒÈÕËÈàÈɀÚɯ

ÕÖÝÌÓȮɯȿ3ÏÌɯ-ÖÞÏÌÙÌɯ,ÈÕɀɯȹƕƝƛƖȺɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯÉàɯ,Ùȭɯ

Debabrata Hazra. He  dealt with the theme of 

alienation and loneliness after East-West conflict. 

The paper tried to find out the problems regarding 

identity in foreign lands and the notion of identity 

and related issues.   

Parallel Session-4 

Diaspora and refugees in India: The second session 

of the fourth parallel session of the conference was 

ËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÌÔÌɯȿ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯÈÕËɯÙÌÍÜÎÌÌÚɯÐÕɯ

(ÕËÐÈɀȭɯ#Ùɯ3ȭ+ȭ2ȭɯ!ÏÈÚÒÈÙɯÊÏÈÐÙÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÌÚÚÐÖÕȭɯ3ÖÛÈÓɯ

four research papers were presented in this session 

covering a range of issues emerging as an outcome 

of migration and Diasporic linkages. Professor Seb-

ÕÌÔɯ*ÖÚÌÙɯ ÒÊÈ×ÈÙɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯ×È×ÌÙɯȿ ÍÎÏÈÕɯÈÕËɯ1Öɪ

hingya Refugees in India: Social Networks and 

2ÜÙÝÐÝÈÓɯ2ÛÙÈÛÌÎÐÌÚɀɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ ÍÎÏÈÕÐɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÛÖɯ

be  Rohingya refugees in India. She argued that 

these refugees have  strong transnational links 

through social networking. These Afghani Rohin-

gya are a homogeneous group. They are engaged 

with their homeland. She conducted an ethno-

graphic study in Delhi on Afghani Rohingya and 
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found that they have strong social ties. In her con-

cluding remarks she highlighted that Afghani 

Refugees have been suffering due to scarcity of 

available resources; lack of transportation so and 

so forth. There is an urgent need to look into their 

economic conditions by the Indian government.  

Dr Naresh Kumar presented a research paper on 

Ɂ ÍÙÐÊÈÕɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɂȭɯ ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯÚÛÜËàɯ(ÕËÐÈɯ

has housed a majority of African Diaspora. African 

Diaspora is popularly known as Sidhis Diaspora in 

Indian context. He highlighted identity, assimila-

tion issues of African Sidhis. In his conclusion he 

drew attention to the struggling Sidhis in India for 

various social and economic needs. Ms. Khatija 

2ÈÕÈɯ*ÏÈËÙɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯ×È×ÌÙɯɁ%ÙÈÊÛÜÙÌÚɯÈÕËɯ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÐɪ

ties in Understanding Diasporic, Racial and Reli-

gious identifies in India: A Study of Siddi and 

'ÈËÙÈÔÐɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯÐÕɯ'àËÌÙÈÉÈËɂɯɯÛÈÓÒÌËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ

Siddi and Hardami Diaspora based in Hyderabad. 

In her study she found that Siddis and Hadramis 

were  allowed to stay in Hyderabad by the Nizam 

of Hyderabad. She highlighted gender issues and  

talked about race and caste system.  

Parallel Session-5 

Remittances and Investment: This first session of 

the fifth parallel session on day 2 of the interna-

ÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÊÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌÔÌËɯÖÕɯȿ1ÌÔÐÛÛÈÕÊÌÚɯÈÕËɯ

(ÕÝÌÚÛÔÌÕÛɀȮɯÊÏÈÐÙÌËɯÉàɯ/ÙÖÍÌÚÚÖÙɯ ȭ"ȭɯ2ÐÕÏÈɯÈÕËɯ

had four paper presentations. Professor Supriya 

2ÐÕÎÏɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯ×È×ÌÙɯɁ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ3ÞÖɯÞÈàɯÍÓÖÞɯÖÍɯ

1ÌÔÐÛÛÈÕÊÌÚɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɀɯÏÈÚɯÈÙÎÜÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

narrative on remittances and development changes 

when middle -income migration from India takes 

for settlement in countries like Australia. Drawing 

on qualitative research she notes that financial and 

social remittances and communication have gone 

two ways between Australia and India.  

#Ùȭɯ&ÈÜÛÈÔɯ!ȭɯ2ÐÕÎÏɯÐÕɯɁ3ÌÊÏÕÖÓÖÎàȮɯ(ÕÝÌÚÛÔÌÕÛɯ

ÈÕËɯ&ÓÖÉÈÓɯ,ÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕȯɯ(ÚÚÜÌÚɯÈÕËɯ.××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɂɯ

argued  that while immigrant entrepreneurs re-

main important to the American economy, the fig-

ures from 1995-2005 show the decline in the rate of 

immigrant founded start ups in Silicon valley who 

are returning to homeland like India, China and 

Korea. The paper discussed  investment strategies 

related to high technology areas including software 

and information technology and the establishment 

of a new commercial enterprise through purchas-

ing, partnering and re -organising the existing en-

ÛÌÙ×ÙÐÚÌȭɯ,Ùȭɯ5ÐÒÈÚɯ*ÜÔÈÙɯÐÕɯɁ1ÌÔÐÛÛÈÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯ#Ìɪ

ÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛȯɯ2ÛÜËàɯÖÍɯ%ÐÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ(ÕÊÓÜÚÐÖÕɯÐÕɯ!ÐÏÈÙɂɯ

studied  the positive impact of several state initi-

ated banking initiatives on the manifestation of 

migration and remittances. Mr. Ambuj Kumar 

2ÏÜÒÓÈɯÐÕɯɁ(Ô×ÈÊÛɯÖÍɯ(ÕËÐÈÕɯ#ÐÈÚ×ÖÙÈɯÖÕɯ(ÕËÖ-US 
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